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PREFACE 

The  Montana  Legislative  Services  Division  provides  information  resources 
for  legislators  and  other  interested  persons  both  during  and  after  a 
legislative  session.  These  resources  are  designed  to  help  people  locate 
legislation,  committee  testimony,  and  codified  statutes.  Publications  include 
the  telephone  directory,  bill  status  reports  from  drafting  to  final  vote,  a 
subject  index  of  proposed  legislation,  lists  of  code  sections  affected  by 
passage  of  legislation,  and  other  material  which  assists  citizens  in  following 
the  Montana  legislative  process. 

This  brochure  provides  a  brief  introduction  to  the  various  sources  of 
information  published  by  the  Montana  Legislative  Services  Division. 

During  the  legislative  session,  the  Legislative  Information  Office  is  open  in 
the  Capitol  to  help  people  with  questions.  Legislative  information  is  also 
available  by  phone  at  1-406-444-4800.  Several  computer  terminals  in  the 
Capitol  provide  access  to  the  latest  information  on  introduced  bills,  and 
information  is  available  through  the  Internet  and  the  State  Bulletin  Board 
System  (BBS).  The  Legislative  Branch  website  which  provides  access  to 
the  Legislative  Automated  Workflow  System  (LAWS)  is  found  at 
http://www.state.mt.us/leg/branch/branch.htm.  The  State  BBS  may  be 
accessed  by  local  Helena  callers  at  444-5648,  by  other  callers  in  Montana 
toll-free  at  1-800-962-1729.  and  by  out-of-state  callers  at  1-406-444-5648. 

For  more  information  on  any  part  of  this  brochure,  contact  the  Montana 
Legislative  Services  Division,  Room  138,  State  Capitol,  Helena,  Montana 
59620-1706,  phone  1-406-444-3064,  e-mail  legservices@state.mt.us. 


MONTANA  LEGISLATIVE  SERVICES  DIVISION: 
ORGANIZATION  AND  OVERVIEW 

This  brochure  describes  the  history  and  functions  of  the  Montana  Legislative 
Services  Division.  It  includes  an  organizational  chart  and  is  available  free 
through  Legislative  Services  while  supplies  last. 
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RULES  OF  THE  MONTANA  LEGISLATURE 

The  Joint  Rules,  Senate  Rules,  House  Rules,  an  index  to  those  rules,  the 
Montana  Constitution  and  its  index  and  the  U.S.  Constitution  are  all  included 
in   this   publication.   This   booklet   also   gives   a    brief  listing,   with   the 
corresponding  rule  number,  of  deadlines  and  time  limitations  for  the  session. 

The  booklet  is  published  each  legislative  session  and  is  available  early  in 
January  for  a  nominal  charge  from  the  Distribution  Center. 


JOINT  RULES  \<ySO 


CHAPTER  10 

AdBiiniatration 

10-10.  TliDe  of  meeting.  Each  house  may  order  ItJ  tune  oT 
meeting 

10-20.  Legislative  day  —  duntton.  (1)  If  either  bouM  is 
in  seiiion  on  ■  given  day,  that  day  cooiUtutes  a  legbtative  day 

(2)  A  legislative  day  for  a  house  ends  dther  24  hours  after 
that  house  convenes  for  the  day  or  at  the  time  the  house 
convenes  for  the  following  legislative  day,  whichever  is  earlier. 

10-30.  Schedules.  The  presiding  ofncer  of  each  house  shall 
coordinate  its  schedule  to  aooomraodate  the  workload  of  the 
other  house. 

10-40.  Adfoumment  —  rece—  —  meeting  place.  A 
house  may  not,  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  a4]oum  or 
recess  for  more  than  3  days  or  to  any  place  other  than  that  tn 
which  the  two  housea  are  sitting  (Montana  Constitution,  Art 
V.Sec  10(5)). 

10-60.  Acceaa  of  preea.  Subject  to  the  presiding  officer's 
discretion  on  issues  of  decorum  and  order,  an  accredited  press 
representative  may  not  be  prohibited  from  photographing, 
televising,  or  recording  a  legislative  meeting  or  hearing 

lO-OO.  Conflict  of  Intereet.  A  member  who  hiae  s  personal 
or  private  interest  in  any  measure  or  bill  proposed  or  pending 
before  the  I<egislature  shall  diacloae  the  fact  to  tbe  house  to 
which  the  member  belongs 

10-70.  Telephone  calla.  (1)  Long-distance  telephone  calls 
made  by  a  member  while  tbe  Legislature  is  in  session  or  while 
the  member  is  in  travel  status  are  considered  ofndsl  legislative 
busineea.  These  mcluda  but  are  not  bmited  to  calls  made  to 
constituencies,  places  of  business,  and  family  members 

(2)  Session  staff,  including  aides  and  interns,  may  use  tele- 
phonee  for  long-distance  calls  only  if  specifically  authorized  to 
do  so  by  their  legislative  sponsor  w  supervisor  Sponaortng 
members  and  superviBora  are  accountable  for  use  of  state 
telephones  by  their  staff,  mcluding  aides  and  intams,  and  may 
not  authorize  others  to  use  stale  phonea 

(3)  Permanent  staff  of  the  Legislature  shall  comply  with 
executive  branch  rules  applying  to  the  use  of  state  telephones 

lO-M.  Joint  employees.  The  presiding  ofTloers  of  each 
bouse,  acting  together,  shall: 

(1)  hire  joint  employees,  and 


CATALOG  OF  PUBLICATIONS  AND 
INTERIM  STUDY  FINAL  REPORTS 

This  leaflet  contains  a  bibliography  of  all  Legislative  Services  Division 
(formerly  Legislative  Council)  research  study  reports  from  1957  to  the 
present.  It  is  supplemented  by  a  list  of  reports  from  the  current  interim  and 
is  updated  in  March  of  each  session  year.  The  leaflet  is  free  and  is  available 
through  Legislative  Services. 
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TELEPHONE  DIRECTORY 

The  Telephone  Directory  is  published  each  session  by  U.S.  West  and  is  a 
valuable,  pocket-sized  information  source.  It  contains  the  names  of  Senate 
and  House  members,  along  with  their  political  affiliation,  district  number, 
home  address,  Internet  address  if  available,  spouse's  name,  business 
occupation,  and  committee  assignments.  Also  included  in  the  directory  are 
names  of  state  officials  and  agencies;  legislative  committee  meeting  days, 
with  times  and  places;  seating  charts;  orders  of  business;  and  maps. 

This  directory  is  free  and  is  available  from  the  Legislative  Information  Office 
and  Legislative  Services. 
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A  LEGISLATOR'S  HANDBOOK 

The  Legislator's  Handbook  provides  an  overview  of  the  operations  of  the 
Legislature,  legislative  service  agencies,  and  state  government.  Included 
are  chapters  on  centralized  services,  legislative  interns  and  aids,  and 
lobbying  and  lobbyists.  Procedures  of  standing  committees,  how  a  bill 
becomes  law,  the  12  orders  of  business,  and  fiscal  note  requirements  are 
also  reviewed. 

Copies  of  this  free  publication  are  available  from  Legislative  Services  while 
supplies  last.  A  summary  of  essential  information  called  "Legislator 
Educational  Information"  is  also  available  from  Legislative  Services. 
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BILL  DRAFTING  MANUAL 

The  Bill  Drafting  Manual  sets  forth  uniform  standards  and  instructions  on  bill 
drafting.  It  includes  information  on  the  mechanics,  style,  and  technique  of 
drafting  bills,  resolutions,  amendments,  and  referendums.  Sample  bills  and 
resolutions,  plus  a  bill  drafter  checklist,  are  included. 

This  publication  is  free  and  is  available  from  Legislative  Services. 

Chapter  1 


Bill  Drafting  Generally 


1-1.  Policy  and  the  Bill  Drafter. 

Bills  may  be  drafted  for  various  persons  and  groups  by  bill  draJlers. 
Some  bills  are  drafted  by  the  Legislative  Services  Division  stafT  at  the 
request  of  a  legislator  or  committee,  some  are  drafted  by  personnel  of 
departments  of  state  government,  and  some  are  drafted  by  counsel 
retained  by  private  individuals  or  groups.  Bills  requested  by  an  agency 
or  a  committee  must  be  preintroduced.  Preintroduction  is  accomplished 
by  having  an  individual  legislator  file  a  preintroduction  form.  A  copy  of 
the  form  is  contained  in  Appendix  U. 

The  drafter's  function  is  to  translate  the  objectives  and  policies  of  the 
person  or  group  for  whom  the  bill  is  drafted  into  clear,  concise  language. 
The  drafter  may  not  express  personal  thoughts  or  promote  self-interest 
but  must  remain  an  impartial  technician.  To  do  otherwise  is  to  risk 
drafting  legislation  containing  ideas  or  implications  not  intended  by  the 
person  for  whom  the  bill  is  drafted. 

1-2.  Constitutionality  —  Statutory  Provisions. 

A  bill  is,  in  essence,  a  proposed  statute.  A  statute  is  the  vehicle  by 
which  the  Legislature  exercises  its  lawmaking  power  The  United  States 
and  Montana  Constitutions  are  the  fundamental  law  upon  which  our 
government  is  based,  and  jmy  statute  enacted  by  the  Legislature  must 
conform  to  them.  Aside  from  the  constraints  of  physical  reality,  the 
Legislature's  lawmaking  power  is  limited  only  by  these  two 
Constitutions  and  by  federal  statutes.  Under  the  Supremacy  Clause 
(Art.  VI)  of  the  U.S.  Constitution,  any  act  of  Congress  that  is  not  itself 
in  violation  of  the  U.S.  Constitution  may  not  be  contravened  by  a  state 
legislature.  Thousands  of  volumes  have  been  written  on  the  subject  of 
constitutionality  of  statutes.  However,  the  purpose  of  this  manual  is  not 
to  provide  an  exhaustive  discussion  of  these  problems  as  they  may  be 
encountered  in  bill  drafting  but  to  emphasize  that  constitutionality  is 
a  paramount  consideration  and  to  bring  to  the  reader's  attention  a  few 
of  the  more  frequently  recurring  problems.  At  a  minimum,  all  bill 
drafters  should  periodically  review  the  entire  Montana  Constitution, 


BILL  DRAFTING  REQUEST  REPORT 

As  they  are  received  by  Legislative  Services,  bill  drafting  requests  are 
assigned  numbers  known  as  LC  numbers  and  filed  in  the  legal  office.  LC 
numbers  identify  the  bill  drafts  during  the  drafting  process.  Information  from 
the  request  form  is  used  to  produce  the  Bill  Drafting  Request  Report  which 
is  printed  for  distribution  in  four  parts:  by  Subject,  by  Requestor,  by  Request 
of  a  Committee  or  Agency,  and  by  Drafter.  These  reports  show  the  LC 
number,  bill  number,  short  title,  requestor,  sponsor,  and  drafter.  Copies  are 
available  for  use  in  the  Legislative  Services  offices,  the  Legislative  Library, 
at  the  Distribution  Center  and  at  the  Legislative  website  and  on  the  State 
BBS.  They  may  also  be  purchased  from  the  Distribution  Center.  The 
number  of  pages  determines  the  cost. 
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CODE  SECTIONS  AFFECTED 

MCA  Code  Sections  Affected  by  Bills  &  LCs 

Another  report  generated  through  the  Legislative  Automated  Workflow 
System  (LAWS)  lists  all  code  sections  that  may  be  repealed  or  amended  by 
proposed  bills.  Bill  drafters  use  this  list  to  avoid  conflicts,  correct 
redundancies,  and  solve  problems.  The  printout  is  available  for  use  in  the 
Legislative  Services  main  office  or  the  Legislative  Library  and  may  be 
purchased  from  the  Distribution  Center. 
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Anend 

1-301 

HBOOSl 

cm 

Amend 

4101 

H80311 

EHa 

Ai»ei>d 

1    202 

HB0051 

Em 

Amend 

4113 

SB0077 

EKB 

Amend 

1-20] 

KB0051 

cm 

Amend 

3103 

HBOIOI 

BKB 

Amend 

1    305 

HS0051 

cm 

Amend 

3111 

SB035I 

01 

Amend 

1-307 

KBOOSl 

cm 

Amend 

311] 

SB03SI 

01 

Amend 

1-311 

HB0051 

cm 

Amend 

3114 

SB03SI 

01 

Aund 

10-301 

HB0028 

Etn 

Amend 

311t 

RB0191 

01 

Amend 

10-301 

HB0177 

01 

Ajiend 

3301 

HBOIOI 

BNK 

Ajuend 

10-201 

SBOKt 

01 

Amend 

3301 

SBOOIC 

SNll 

Amend 

10-302 

SBOlCt 

01 

Amend 

3414 

Hfi0191 

01 

Aeicnd 

10-30a 

KB0177 

01 

Amend 

3417 

8B03SI 

01 

Amend 

10-20» 

K10440 

02 

Amend 

101 

HBOSIO 

01 

Amend 

10-135 

»01(( 

01 

Amend 

104 

6B0034 

on! 

Amend 

10-137 

KB0182 

on 

Amend 

301 

IIB004I 

cm 

Amend 

10-128 

KB0182 

cm 

Amend 

104 

HB004I 

cm 

Amend 

10-404 

HB0024 

cm 

Amend 

101 

HBOSIO 

01 

Amend 

13-301 

HB0177 

01 

Amend 

103 

HSOSIO 

01 

Amend 

13-201 

100440 

02 

Amend 

TOl 

RBOSIO 

01 

Amend 

12-204 

HB01I2 

Em 

Amend 

704 

KBOStO 

01 

Amend 

12-205 

KB0440 

02 

Amend 

403 

KBOlil 

01 

Amend 

12-208 

HB0440 

02 

Amend 

41« 

6B00)« 

cm 

Amend 

13    20* 

HB0440 

02 

Amend 

«01 

KBOOll 

cm 

Amend 

11-117 

HB0440 

02 

Amend 

(03 

HBOOll 

cm 

Amend 

11-201 

HBOIOC 

01 

Amend 

(01 

HBOOll 

cm 

Amend 

11-201 

SBOlll 

cm 

Amend 

103 

SB0077 

cm 

Amend 

11-204 

Kfi0182 

cm 

Amend 

307 

SB0016 

CNR 

Amend 

lJ-311 

HBOOSl 

cm 

Amend 

Code  Sections  Affected  List 

After  the  session  is  completed,  a  Code  Sections  Affected  List  is  generated 
that  lists  in  code  title  order  ail  code  section  numbers  that  were  enacted, 
repealed,  amended,  or  renumbered.  This  list  is  published  as  part  of  the 
Legislative  Review  and  the  Session  Laws. 

CODE  SECTIONS  AFFECTED 

ThiB  table  was  compiled  before  the  codjncation  prvcesa  wafi  completed.  It  doc8 
not  reflect  all  changes  made  to  Bectiona  amended  by  more  than  one  chapter, 
certain  sectiona  affected  by  short  form  amendments,  such  as  directions  to  reviae 
Dames  of  agencies,  or  changes  made  by  coordination  instnictioos.  All  other 
euhatantive  changes  are  reflected  Thoae  sections  for  which  renumbermg  is  not 
attributed  to  a  particular  chapter  and  bill  Dumber  were  renumbered  by  the  Code 
Commisaioner  under  the  authority  of  1-1  l-204(3)(bl 

A  rmal  vereion  of  this  list  will  be  available  at  the  Montana  Legislative  Branch 
website  during  the  1997-98  interim  (http://wwwmtgDv/leg/bnuich/br«nch.htm). 
or  you  may  call  for  infonnation  at  (406)444-3064.  The  flnal  veraion  ia  anticipated 
to  t>e  completed  by  September  I. 


Title  Oi  -Sec  Artinn 

1-1-207  amended 

11-215  amended 

1-1-516  enacted 

1  2  112  amended 

1-5^16  amended 


Oiepter 


Rill  * 


Ch 

189 

SB    109 

Ch 

367 

HB  521 

Ch 

J19      . 

.     HB  72 

Ch 

246 

.     SB  361 

Ch 

64 

HB   239 
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BILLS 

Each  version  of  a  bill,  whether  introduced,  reported  out  of  committee, 
passed  by  the  chamber  of  origin,  or  approved  by  both  chambers  (plus  all 
second-chamber  amendments),  is  available  for  purchase  through  the 
Distribution  Center.  The  price  is  set  by  the  Legislative  Council.  The  text  of 
bills  is  also  available  for  download  from  the  State  BBS  and  the  Internet. 

Legislative  Services  keeps  one  copy  of  each  reading  version  on  file  in  Room 
138.  Other  copies  are  distributed  to  the  Legislative  Information  Office,  state 
agencies,  public  libraries,  and  County  Clerk  and  Recorder  offices. 


/. 


SSth  LagraJatuf* 


1  SENATE  BILL  NO.  57 

2  INTRODUCED  BY  WATERMAN.  CHRISTIAENS.  FOSTER.  COLE,  GAGE,  STANG    HARRINGTON 

3  TROPILA,  REAM,  M    HANSON,  MIBBARD.  ANDERSON 

4  BY  REQUEST  OF  THE  REVENUE  OVERSIGHT  COMMITTEE 
5 

8  A  BILL  FOR  AN  ACT  ENTITLED    "AN  ACT  GENERAUY  REVISING  THE  CLASSIFICATION,  VALUATION, 

7  AND    TAXATION    OF    CjBTAIN    MOTOR    VEHICLES;    TAXING    AUTOMOglUg,    TBUCKt    MAVIHC    A 

8  UANUtACTUBtB  S  RATiP  CAPACITY  Qg  1  TOM  OB  UKS,  VANS,  AMB  jBOHT  UTILITY  VtHICLtS  AT 

9  1  PtBCCNT  PC  THi  OtBBCCIATtO  UAlUt  OF  TMt  MAHUtACTUBjB  S  SUgCeSTtO  HtTAIL  PBICip 
\0  TAXING  AUTOMOBILES.  TRUCKS  HAVING  A  MANUFACTURER  S  RATED  CAPACITY  OF  1  TON  OR  LESS. 

11  VANS,    AND    SPORT   UTILITY    VEHICLES    AT    2    PERCENT   OF    THE   DEPRECIATED   VALUE   OF   THE 

12  MANUFACTURER  S  SUGGESTED  RETAIL  PWICE.  EXEMPTING   FROM  PROPERTY  TAXATION  BUSES. 

1 3  TRUCKS  HAVING  A  MANUFACTURERS  RATED  CAPACITY  OF  MORE  THAN  1  TON,  TRUCK  TRACTORS, 

14  AND  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  ATTACHED  TO  THESE  EXEMPT  VEHICLES:  IMPOSING  A  FEE  IN  LIEU  OF 

15  PROPERTY  TAXES  ON  BUSES,  TRUCKS  HAVING  A  MANUFACTURER  S  RATED  CAPACITY  OF  MORE 
18  THAN  1  TON,  AND  TRUCK  TRACTORS;  PROVIDING  FOR  THE  PRORATION  OF  THE  FEE  IN  LIEU  OF  TAX: 

1 7  CLARIFYING  THAT  SPECIAL  MOBILE  EQUIPMENT  IS  SUBJECT  TO  PROPERTY  TAX:  REPLACING  THE  TAX 

18  ON  QUADRICYCLES  WITH  A  FEE  IN  LIEU  OF  TAX:  PBOVIPIMC  THAT  A  COUNTY  TBtAiUBtB  It  AM 

19  ACtNT  Of  TMC  PEPABTMjMT  Of  BgWiNUi  FOB  THi  BUBPOSit  OF  AStEttING  CtBTAIM  MPTOB 

20  VtHICLtt  UPON  ABBUCATWN  FOB  BigltTBATION  OB  BiBKHTBATIOM  OF  THi  ViMICHi  PROVIDINS 

21  FOR  AN  ANALYSIS  OF  ALTERNATIVE  METHODS  OF  CLASSIFICATION,  VALUATION,  AND  TAXATION  OF 

22  AtnOMOBILES  AND  TRUCKS  HAVING  A  MANUFACTURER  S  RATED  CAPACITY  OF  1  TON  OR  LESS: 

23  AMENDING    SECTIONS   7  1-2111.    15-8-138.    15-8-201.    158-111,    U  g  301,    15  B  201.    15-8-202. 

24  15  16  202.  15  50^207:  20-9-141.  209  331.  2a9-333,  20-9  360.  20-9-501.  20  10-144.  20  1M46. 

25  81  3-101.81-3-208.61-3-303.81-3  456.81  3  i01,61  3  501.61  3-503.61  3  504.61  3  506,61  3-507. 

26  61  3-509,  81  3-520,  61  3  527.  81  3  535.  81  3  537.  AMP  61  3  701 .  AMP  61   13  183,  AND  6112  «02. 

27  MCA;    REPEALING    SECTIONS    15-24-101,     15-24  102,    15  24  103.    15  24  104.    15-24  105.    AND 

28  15  24-2501.  MCA:  AND  PROVIDING  EFFECTIVE  DATES  AND  AN  APPLICABIUTY  DATE," 
29 

30  STATEMENT  OF  INTENT 

7^  -1-  SB57 

RirEREMCE  BILL.   INCLUDES  FREE 
CONFERENCE  COWHTTEE  HEPOUT 
DATED  -j-Zf  •'?1 


HOUSE  AND  SENATE  AGENDAS 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  prepare  the  daily  agendas  of  bills  to  be  debated  in  the 
respective  Committees  of  the  Whole.  The  agendas  list  bill  numbers, 
sponsors,  short  titles,  and  which  report  is  to  be  considered  (second  reading, 
third  reading,  conference  committee  amendments.  Governor's  amendments, 
etc.). 

In  addition,  second  and  third  reading  information  can  be  found  online 
through  LAWS.  Checking  the  status  of  a  specific  bill  will  reveal  whether  or 
not  that  bill  is  scheduled  for  second  or  third  reading. 

The  agendas  are  available  at  no  cost  from  the  Legislative  Information  Office, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  or  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  House.  Bill  status 
terminals  are  located  in  several  areas  of  the  Capitol  for  easy  access. 


MONTANA  STATE  SENATE 


The  Big  Sky  Country 

FE8.   1  1,   I99T 

LEGISLATIVE  OAV     32 

CONVENES  1   P  M 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS  #    2--ADVERSE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS 
1)    SB    41  BENEOICT.   STEVE 

21     SB     64  CRIPPEN.   BRUCE  SET  NUMERICAL  DAY  TIME  SPEED   LIMITS 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS  f    8     SECOND  READING 
II     Sn       2   *  KEATING.    THOMAS 

CLARIFY  REMEDIATION  CONTRACT  PROCEDURES 

31     SB    144  KEATING.   THOMAS 

«l     SB  104  NEISON.  LINDA  REQUIRE  COMMERCIAL  OLIVER'S  LICENSE  EXAM  IN 

COUNTIES  PREVIOUSLY  SCHEDULED 

S)     SB   212  MCNUTT,   WALTER 

fl)     SB  J31  BENEDICT     STEVE  ESTABLISH   ACCOUNTANT  STATUTE  OF  LIMITATIONS 

71     SB  250  HARGROVE     OON 

81     SB  177  BARTLETT.  SUE  REVISE  DISTRICT  COURT  SMALL  CLAIMS  PROCEDURE 

»l    HS    26  EWER.  DAVID 

IJtrgaton.    Q/tgl 


DE8RJYCKER.  ROOER  ELIMINATE  ARCHAIC  CONSUMER  LAWS  PERTAINING  TO 

IB9f>»a,Ct.   SfVt  PAINT  LABELING  *  COAL  <NVOICES 

HARPER.  HAL 


n  PKhal  Dl  OJ'IO 
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VOTES 

Votes  of  the  Committees  of  the  Whole  are  kept  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  during  the 
session.  Copies  of  these  votes  are  available  for  use  at  the  Legislative 
Information  Office. 

After  session,  votes  are  transferred  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office.  Votes 
are  published  in  the  History  and  Final  Status  and  electronically  in  the  House 
and  Senate  Journals.  Copies  of  the  votes  are  available  in  Room  138  of  the 
Capitol. 

Votes  of  standing  committees  are  available  from  the  House  and  Senate 
offices.  After  session,  committee  minutes,  votes,  and  tapes  are  transferred 
to  the  Montana  Historical  Society  Archives.  Copies  of  the  minutes  are 
available  in  the  Legislative  Library,  the  State  Law  Library,  and  depository 
libraries  throughout  the  state. 


917  SECOND  AND  THIRD  READING  VOTES  HB612 

Hurdle  J.  Johiuon.  R  JohnsoD.  Jorc.  K«3len  KMiian.  KjUcnberg.  Knoi. 

KDlt»l   Kr»niler   L^wioa.  M«r»hail.  Muolo.  McC«in,  McCuUoch.  McG««. 

Mills  MolMT.  Mood.  Ohs.  On.  P.vlovich.  Pc.sc,  Peck.  Prousc.  Quilia,  Raney. 

Retm  Rehbcin   Rose.  Ryan.  Sands  Schmidl.  Simon.  Simpkjns.  Simpson. 

Sllwr  Smith,  Soft.  Squires.  Story.  Stovall.  Sw«nson.  Tash,  Taylor.  Trcilcr. 

Tropiia.  Tus.,  Vick.  Wsgner,  Wallers,  Wells,  Whitehead.  Wiseman,  Wy.'.t. 

Zook.  Mr  Speaker 

Total  96 

Noes  Amolt.  Berfsajcl.  DcBmrckcr. 

Taul3 

Eicused  None 

Total  0 

Abaent  or  oot  voting  Meoahan. 

Total  1 

HB  61J  .671*  LtgnUuiue  Day  ■  lloust    3rd  Ktadmgl  passed  as  lollo>a 

Ay«s  Adams,  Ahner,  Andareon.  Bankbead.  BariKU.  Bamhart,  Beaudry. 

Berfman.  Bitney.  Boharaki,  Bohlinger   Bookout.  Brainard,  Carey,  Clark, 

Cobb,  Cocduarellv  Curtiss,  Denny,  Devaney,  Dowell,  EUingBon,  ELis,  Ewer, 

Felaod,  Galvin.  GiUan.  Grady.  Grimes,  Gnnde,  Havener,  HS  Hanson,  M 

Hansun,  Harper,  HarrinKloD,  Hayoe,  Mean  Runner,  Hibbard.  Holland. 

Hurdle  J  Johnaon,  R  Johnson,  Jore,  Kaaten,  Kitsenbert  Kno»,  Kottel, 

Krensler  Uawson  Marshall,  Masolo,  McCann,  McCulloch,  McCee  Menahao, 

Mills,  MolDar,  Mood.  Ob»,  Orr.  Pavlovich,  Pease.  Peck.  Prouse,  Quilici,  Raney, 

Ream,  Rehbein,  Rose,  Ryan,  Sands,  Sfhmiilt,  Simon,  Simpkins,  Simpson, 

Shur  Smith.  Soft.  Squiin.  Story.  Stovall.  Swanson.  Tasb.  Taylor  Tresler, 

Tropla.  Tuns.  VkK.  Wagner,  Waltwa.  WelU.  WhiUhead.  Wiaaman.  Wyatl, 

Zook.  Mr  Speaker. 

Total  96 

Noea  AmoCI,  Berpacel,  DeBniycker.  Kacoan, 

TotaM 

Voted  Afaaentee  Kaaten,  Aye 

Excused   None 

Total  0 

Absent  or  not  voting:  Noiw. 

Total  0 

HB  612  (7i#*  Legiilantt  Day    Srruiti    2nd  Rtadxnsi  -  Senator  Sprague 
oioved  HB  612  be  concurred  in    Motion  cmrried  with  Senator  Stang  voting  nay 

HB  ill  f76lA  Ltgulatw  Day  -  Senate  •  3nt  Raiding)  concurrod  ir.  as  follows 
Yeaj  Baer  BaitleU.  Beck.  Benedict.  Bahop.  Brooke,  Burnett.  Chnsuaens. 
Cole,  Cnppeo,  Cnsmore,  DePr.lu,  DevUn,  Doherty,  Eck,  Emerson.  Estrada. 
Foater.  Franalm.  Gage.  Glaser,  Groafield.  Halligan  Hargrove,  Harp,  Hertel, 
Holden  Jabs,  Jenkins,  JergMon.  Keating,  Lynch,  Mahlum,  McCarthy, 
McNutt,  Mesaioa,  Miller,  Mohl,  Nelson,  Shea,  Sprague,  Swysgood,  Taykir. 
Thomas,  Toews.  Van  Valkenburg.  Waterman,  Mr   President 
Total  48 
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SUBJECT  INDEX 

As  bills  are  introduced,  a  Subject  Index  is  compiled  and  printed.  This  index, 
which  is  updated  daily,  lists  all  introduced  bills  under  standard  subject 
headings.  Using  this  tool,  a  bill  number  can  be  easily  located  when  only  the 
subject  of  the  bill  is  known. 

The  Subject  Index  is  available  for  use  in  all  Legislative  Services  offices.  It 
can  also  be  purchased  at  the  Distribution  Center.  The  price  is  set  according 
to  the  number  of  pages.  It  is  also  available  through  LAWS  and  on  the  State 
BBS. 


BILL    SUBJECT    INDEX 


Tbla  bill  •ul}j»oC  lnd*x  cootklaa  mtria*  for  th*  leltowlng  ii 
Ijma  1  '-  30]   ■JX*  1  -'  33t   H«  I  --  30i   Ui  1,  2 

The  presence  of  »  clash  (\1   in  «n  entry  indicates  an 
•mendtnent  Addition  or  change. 

otCenae  crested,  HB  i€i 

ACCOKMODATIOM  TAX,  See  TAXATION,  SALBS,  Lodging  facility  uee  tsx 

ACC0UWTANT3  AND  ACCOUVTIMG 

Actions   to   tecovci   dsiMgas.   sCstute   of   linitscions 

crested.  SB  3)3 
Continuing  education  hours  required,  llmlcstion.  SB  169 
Video  gambling  mschines.  sutorssted  system  inplctnented. 
SB  96.    KB  ]0« 

ACTIOMS.  See  CIVIL  PBOCECURB 

ADMINISTRATION.  DBPARTKENT  OP 

Accounting  I«ws  revised  snd  certain  unnecessary  duties 

eliminated.  HB  li 
Assessment  and  appraisal  staff  in  county  cotirChouses  or 

other  buildings,  location  required,  HB  511 
Cspitol   corapleK   Master   plan   act,    invcntorlea   of 

Improvements     maintenance  required,  HB  131 
Debt  col lect ion  internal  service  fund,  transfsr  to  general 

fund.  SB  40 
One- stop  business  licensing  pilot  project ,  Intplementstion, 

HB  391 
Protective  services  professionals,   sepsrste  psy  plan 

developnwnt  and  implementation  required.  SB  369 
Sick-pay  plan,   sdminlatrst ion  requirement   eliminated, 

HB  172 
state   employeee.   sUernatlve   conpenastion   system   -  - 

developnenc.  HB  13 
Travel  reimburaement  provisions,  policies  instead  of  rules 
-  provisions.  HB  f* 

ACMINISTItATIVB  CODE  COHHJTTBS 

Adffli n 1  St r Stive   rules   oversight   conmittees,   nine 

replacement  provisions.  KB  161 
Rule  objection  before  rule  adoption,  6  month  adoption 
provided.  SB  371 

ADMINISTRATIVE  PROCEDURE  AND  RULES 

Administrative   rules   oversight   connittees.   nine 

administrative  code  conmittee  replacement.  HB  }6B 
ContenCB,  coats,  effects  of.  and  possible  problems  with 

mechanisms  to  incresee  awareness.  HB  4 1 
Fishing  license,  temporary  -  terms  and  conditions  set  by. 

HB  30 
Petition   for   rulemaking.   hearing   not   required 


April  31.  1»9T 

itroduced  bills  *nd  rssolucionsi 


provision,  KB  43 
Rule  sdoption  and  necessity  statement,   more  specific 

Standards  tor  determining  authority,  SB  197 
Rule  objection  before  rule  adoption.  6  month  adoption 

provided,  SB  271 


ADULT  EDUCATION 

Conmunity  organliaclons.  state  funding  spplicaclon,  SB  3es 

AGING  AND  AGED  PERSONS 

Except  ion  for  older  persons  housing  Co  prohibition  against 

discrimination  bssed  on  age  or  familial  status, 

revisions.  HB  49S 
Cross  inccme  tax  deCerrninat  ion.  dividend  income  allowed  in 

exclusion.  SB  177 
In-home  services  to  older  Montsnans.  funding.  HB  467 
Office   of,   infomatlon   services   and   long  term   care 

ombudsman  support  ■-  funding,  HB  333 
Reverse  annuity  mortgage  loan  program,  modification  to 

better  serve,  HB  S6 

AGRICULTURAL  CCMfOOITIES 

Standards .    storage .    and   merchandiaing        certain 

provisions  revised.  SB  107 
Warehouse  operator  or  dealer,  license  or  license  renewal 
sppllcant  --  financial  statement  preparation  by 
licensed  accountant.  SB  3B1 

AGRICULTURE 

Contagioue  disease  in  seed  potato  stock,  control  and 

prevention   -  -   authority   and   responsibility 

clarified,  HB  lOS 
Family  faming  and  ranching  in  Montana,  challenges  snd 

opport  uni  tiea      reeolut  ion   requesting   inter  lie 

study.  SJR  4 
Farm  and  ranch  conservation  cofoni saion,  creation,  KB  SBS 
Farm  and  ranch  fuel  tanks,  fire  snd  safety  requirements 

revieed.  HB  234 
Farm  vehicles  on  county  road  without  flags,  operation 

provisions.  SB  335 
Federal  bl son  management .  governor's  eCance  --  resolution 

supporting,  KJR  37 
Implemente  and  machinery,   average  wfiolessle  value  -- 

property  tax  purposvs.  SB  137 
I.easi  ng  of  state  lands,  bid  deposit  for      method  of 

detersvining,  HB  269 
Mint  cofmiittee  and  industry  research  council,  membership 

increased  and  representation  required.  MB  392 
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ELECTRONICALLY  AVAILABLE  INFORMATION 

Much  information  regarding  session  activities  is  available  electronically.  A 
detailed  description  of  electronic  access  to  Montana  legislative  information 
is  available  in  the  Legislative  Services  Division  publication  "Montana 
Legislative  Information  Available  Electronically"  which  is  published  on  the 
Branch  website  at  http://www.state.mt.us  and  on  the  State  BBS.  It  is  also 
available  from  room  138,  State  Capitol. 

Legislative  Automated  Workflow  System  (LAWS) 

For  the  1999  session,  the  status  of  bill  drafts  and  legislation  will  be  available 
through  the  computerized  Legislative  Automated  Workflow  System  (LAWS). 
Access  to  this  system  is  available  through  the  Branch  website.  Information 
on  the  system  includes  bill  status  data,  standing  committee  hearing 
schedules  (for  either  a  specific  committee  or  for  a  specific  date),  primary 
sponsor  bill  lists,  a  subject  list  of  bill  draft  requests  and  introduced  bills, 
House  and  Senate  agendas,  journals  and  floor  action.  This  information  is 
also  posted  to  the  State  BBS  at  the  end  of  each  legislative  day. 


M~,...  Montana  Legislature 


Current  Session  Inrormation  c'""*" 


Look  Ld  Bill  IpformatkiD 
Cominitlct  i^nd  HfiiDt  loformilion 
HoD9c  Infomation 

a   Current  Momt  Agcod* 

•  Piil>  HouK  Moor  Actiom 
Scaitc  iDformation 

•  Current  Senile  Agenda 

•  ^cpitt  Joum«b 
.   PiiKS^D.teHoorActioHi  1999 

LcgisUlor  iafonnalion 


Session 


WELCOME.  IN  Il-RNk  I  USERS!  The  56lh  regulir  session  of  the  Montana  LcgJsUtuic  begins! 
Monday.  Jan  4.  1999  I 


ia'l9/199g  01  42  PM  Mountain  Time 

I  LqqL  Up  Bill  Informaiicn  |  Cominitlcc  and  Hearing  Informalion  | 

I  Current  Ho"3c  Agenda  j  Houx  JoumaJs  |  DaUv  Mouse  Floor  Actions  I 
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I  Lettslativc  Hranth  Ihmt  Fumc  I  iurrtnl  St^unn  ffumt  Fas*:  I 
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flih  ttfh  Stic  />  he''!  vimeJ iitinfi  an  Iniirm-i  hnntMi  »huh  \tii>pfH^ 
lintiSmtv  •iitJ  ^ciui\'it  (S\l.}  trnmut:htm<.  ififcMiiJ  downlood  one  mm. 

NOTE,  Make  sure  the  browser's  Preference  Settings 
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Bills  can  be  searched  for  by  number  or  by  sponsor  or  subject.  An  advanced 
search  page  allows  searching  also  by  bill  type,  requestor,  drafter, 
committee  or  status. 


i>_«  Montana  Legislahirc  ^ 

"^  LMk  Vp  BiB  Uformaltea  J^ 

•■  rb^rf m^m aril  ^      _  y,    „,-   ir^^, 


[WJIUJJ 


la-wiMtMMrMM 


Detailed  bill  information  includes  the  bill  number,  short  title,  sponsor  and  a 
complete  record  of  actions  on  the  bill  or  resolution. 
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Montani  Legislature 
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Bill  Aciiooi  -  c* 
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— tr~ 
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ifl  1  UrJl  l^  b<i,w«  L.  Ic*. 

1 

*23.'51_ 

1  . 



1 

.t  rn 
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Sponsor,  nc. 
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Each  standing  committee's  hearing  schedule  is  available  on  the  computer 
system.  The  hearing  date,  time,  place,  and  bills  scheduled  for  consideration 
by  the  committee  are  included. 

Information  on  all  the  hearings  scheduled  in  the  committees  of  a  particular 
chamber  (House  or  Senate)  on  a  particular  day  is  also  available. 


._^  Montana  Legislature  ^k 

^**^  Coiamitlec  aod  HcsrinE  InformBtion 
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/Ai*  llfi  y^tt  '>  Vir  t  irtrJ  U.%lnf  an  fnnrriti  V>'u 


NOTt  JiM»mvrJW*rv«Mr-| 
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As  a  pilot  project,  LAWS  also  allows  users  to  maintain  preference  lists  of 
bills  for  which  they  would  like  to  see  status  information.  There  is  no  cost  for 
this  service,  but  users  must  send  a  registration  form  (available  on  the 
system)  to  the  Legislative  Services  Division  to  set  up  their  account. 

Paper  copies  of  two  reports  produced  from  LAWS  are  available  for  purchase 
from  the  Distribution  Center.  The  daily  hearing  schedules  and  the  daily  bill 
status  report  are  available  by  subscribing  to  the  legislative  proceedings  or 
by  direct  purchase.  The  price  is  set  according  to  the  number  of  pages. 

Additional  information  available  electronically  includes  the  Montana  Code 
Annotated  which  is  published  on  a  compact  disk  as  well  as  in  soft-bound 
books,  on  the  State  BBS,  and  on  the  Legislative  website.  The  House  and 
Senate  Journals  and  the  History  and  Final  Status  information  described 
below  is  also  published  on  compact  disk  and  on  the  website  and  BBS.  Plans 
are  underway  to  produce  a  compact  disk  version  of  committee  minutes  for 
the  1999  session  with  links  between  minutes  and  exhibits. 
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HISTORY  AND  FINAL  STATUS  OF  BILLS  AND  RESOLUTIONS 

After  session,  the  History  and  Final  Status  of  Bills  and  Resolutions  is 
published.  This  volume  combines  the  bill  status  data  from  the  Bill  Status 
Inquiry  System  with  the  sponsor  list,  the  index  of  introduced  bills,  and  an 
effective  date  table.  A  supplement  contains  corrected  voting  records  for  bills 
and  resolutions. 

Copies  are  available  to  subscribers  of  the  legislative  proceedings  free  of 
charge.  Nonsubscribers  can  purchase  copies  from  Legislative  Services.  The 
information  is  also  available  on  the  Legislative  website. 

HB  66  HISTORY  AND  FINAL  STATUS  1 997  230 

4/21  SIGNED  BY  GOVERNOR 
CHAPTER  NUMBER  317 
EFFECTIVE  DATE  10/01/97 

HB  66         INTRODUCED  BY  COCCHIARELLA         LC0127  DRAFTER.  HEFFELFINGER 

ESTABLISH  A  CHILD-CARE  RESOURCE  AND  REFERRAL  AND  CHILD-CARE 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANT  PROGRAM 
BY  REQUEST  OF  JOINT  OVERSIGHT  COMMITTEE  ON  CHILDREN  &  FAMILIES 


12/19 

INTRODUCED 

1/06 

FIRST  READING 

1/06 

REFERRED  TO  HUMAN  SERVICES  &  AGING 

1/10 

HEARING 

1/22 

COMMrTTEE  REPORT— BILL  PASSED  AS  /^MENDED 

1/25 

2ND  READING  PASSED 

54 

1/27 

3RD  READING  PASSED 
TRANSMI 1 1  bD  TO  SENATE 

56 

1/28 

FIRST  READING 

1/28 

REFERRED  TO  PUBLIC  HEALTW.  WELFARE  &  SAFETY 

2/07 

HEARING 

2/11 

COMMITTEE  REPORT— BILL  CONCURRED 

3/03 

2ND  READING  CONCURRED 

32 

3/04 

3RD  READING  CONCURRED 
RETURNED  TO  HOUSE 

41 

3/10 

SIGNED  BY  SPEAKER 

3/11 

SIGNED  BY  PRESIDENT 

3/13 

TRANSMITTED  TO  GOVERNOR 

3/21 

RETURNED  TO  HOUSE  WITH  GOVERNORS  PROPOSED 

42 
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AMENDMENTS 
4/08         2ND  READING  GOVERNORS  AMENDMENTS 

CONCURRED  85       14 

4/09        3RD  READING  GOVERNORS  AMENDMENTS 

CONCURRED  74       25 

SENATE 
4/10        2ND  READING  GOVERNORS  AMENDMENTS 

CONCURRED  50         0 

4/11         3RD  READING  GOVERNORS  AMENDMENTS 

CONCURRED  50         0 

4/15         SIGNED  BY  SPEAKER 
4/1 5         SIGNED  BY  PRESIDENT 
4/1 7         TRANSMITTED  TO  GOVERNOR 
4/2 1         SIGNED  BY  GOVERNOR 

CH/kPTER  NUMBER  318 

EFFECTIVE  DATE  04/21/97 

HB  67         INTRODUCED  BY  COBB  LC0297  DRAFTER  NISS 

PROHIBIT  FUTURE  INCREASES  IN  GENERAL  FUND  APPROPRIATIONS  FOR 
THE  MONTANA  MEDICAID  PROGRAM  BY  THE  USE  OF  PROGRAM 
TRANSFERS  OR  SUPPLEMENTAL  APPROPRIATIONS 

12/19  INTRODUCED 

12/26  FISCAL  NOTE  REQUESTED 

1/06  FIRST  READING 

1/06  REFERRED  TO  APPROPRIATIONS 

1/13  FISCAL  NOTE  RECEIVED 

1/16  FISCAL  NOTE  PRINTED 

2/12  TABLED  IN  COMMITTEE 

3/28  MISSED  DEADLINE  FOR  67TH  DAY  TRANSMITTAL 
DIED  IN  COMMITTEE 
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HOUSE  AND  SENATE  JOURNALS 

The  House  and  Senate  Journals  provide  a  record  of  all  actions  taken  on 
introduced  bills  and  resolutions.  The  journals  are  printed  daily  during  the 
session,  and  they  set  forth  the  text  of  communications  between  houses, 
committee  reports,  transmittal  correspondence  to  and  from  the  executive, 
and  votes  on  motions,  amendments,  and  bills.  The  journals  are  not  verbatim 
and  do  not  contain  a  transcript  of  debate  in  the  Committees  of  the  Whole. 
Daily  journals  can  be  purchased  from  the  Distribution  Center. 

After  session,  the  daily  journals  are  published  electronically  on  CD-ROM  by 
Legislative  Services.  The  electronic  version  contains  search  software  that 
allows  the  user  to  search  the  journals  in  a  wide  variety  of  ways.  The  journals 
are  also  available  through  the  State  BBS  and  the  Legislative  website. 

The  daily  journals  are  furnished  free  of  charge  to  each  County  Clerk  and 
Recorder,  the  State  Library,  and  the  State  Law  Library.  Subscriptions  to  the 
journals  are  available  through  the  Distribution  Center. 


Hdena  Mnmini  S^^p  Chimbcrs 

SciuM  coovened  ■!   I  06  p  m      PieiidcTU  Akkuad  pfrsidia|      lovoc^ion  by  Reverend  Tom  Banks      Pledge  of 

Alke|uocc  10  the  Fta| 

Roll  ull     AJI  memben  pm^ni     QvKinjm  pfncni 

Ml  PrciMkni     Wc.  your  convniitre  on  Billi  and  JcwmA}.  havin|  ftunined  tbe  duly  joumil  for  the  thirty  fourth 
k|k»laiive  day.  find  itw  lamc  lo  be  correct 

Miller,  Oiatrmu 

REPORTS  or  STANDING  COMMnTEES 

ICLLS  AND  JOURNAL  (Miller.  Chiinn*i)  Z'WV? 

Conttil)  pnored     SB  238    SB  259.  SB  263.  SB  269.  SB  2iO.  SB  213.  SB  2«9.  SB  296.  SB  310.  SB  313    SB  369 

SB  383.  SB  3M.  SB  38V  SJR  10 
Contexts  miioued     SB  211    SB  286.  SB  303.  SB  319.  SB  329.  SB  333.  SB  U*.  SB  360 
Euomd  by  ihc  iponior  and  found  lo  be  corrra     SR  16 
Sitacd  by  (he  PrciMlciu  M  I  30  p  m  .  Fcbniarv  19,  1997     SR  16 
Wivered  lo  ihe  Secrwary  of  Siau  at  3  23  p  ra     Fet>rua/>  19    1997     SR  16 

UMiCaTION  a  cultural  resources  (Toe«i,  Chairm«i)  2. 19/97 

SI  Ml  introduced  bill,  do  past  Repon  adopieil 
SI  313  introduced  bill,  do  put  Rcpon  adopted 
Ki  IM.  be  amended  as  fotlo^»i 

I   P^e9 

FoUofeint    line  19 

loacn  NEW  SECTION  .Secltoa  I  CoarrflMllM  lutnKtlon.  If  Houic  Bill  No  2  doei  not  include 
(ftfrofn-iaiioni  to  the  dcpantnew  of  a>rTeciioDs  aitd  lo  ihe  dcpannieni  of  public  health  and  human  urMcri 
lo  pay  for  the  educMioo  cotti  aaiociaied  with  oui-of  ailc  ethicitinn  placcmenii    (ben  [thu  aci|  u  vokI  * 

RaBeitxi    Uibiequeot  lectioo 

A«i.  u  amciMled.  be  coricjrred  Ln     Repon  adopted 

JUDICIARY  (Cnppen.  Chairnua)  2*70/97 

M  115.  be  coacuTTcd  m  Repon  adopted 
S  ZM.  be  concu/Tcd  in  Repon  adnpred 
■  331.  be  coQcuned  m     Repon  aitoptcd 


SENATE 
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LEGISLATIVE  REVIEW 

The  first  report  published  following  the  completion  of  a  regular  session  is  the 
Legislative  Review.  This  publication  provides  a  summary  of  all  bills  that  will 
become  law.  The  summary  of  provisions  is  organized  by  chapter  number, 
with  bill  number,  chief  sponsor,  and  the  title  of  the  bill  included. 

Appropriation  bills  and  resolutions  are  listed  separately. 

The  index  is  divided  into  a  subject  index,  a  code  sections  affected  list,  a 
table  of  session  laws  affected,  a  table  of  session  law  to  code,  a  chapter 
number  to  bill  number  and  bill  number  to  chapter  number  list,  plus  the 
effective  date  table,  for  easy  reference.  This  index  is  used  as  a  temporary 
index  until  the  revised  MCA  index  is  available. 

The  Legislative  Review  is  free  to  all  subscribers  to  the  Montana  Code 
Annotated.  Nonsubscribers  are  charged  a  nominal  fee.  Contact  Legislative 
Services  for  further  information. 


LEGISLATIVE  REVIEW 

55th  Legislature 
January  6,  1997  to  April  23,  1997 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 

Page 

Summary  of  Provisions  by  Chapter » 

Senate  Joint  Resolutions  Adopted °° 

Senate  Resolutions  Adopted °» 

House  Joint  Resolutions  Adopted »1 

House  Resolutions  Adopted "' 

Behind  Green  Divider 

Subject  IndcT *' 

Behind  Blue  Divider 

Table  of  Code  Sections  Affected     Ji* 

Table  of  Session  Laws  Affected ^"' 

Behind  Tan  Divider 

Table  ofSession  Law  to  Code ;f~ 

Ballot  Issues 3'" 

Behind  Red  Divider 

Table  of  Effective  Dates  by  Chapter  Number 313 

Table  of  Effective  Dates  by  Date 325 

Behind  Yellow  Divider 

Table  of  Senate  Bill  to  Chapter  Number 341 

Table  of  House  Bill  to  Chapter  Number 3*o 

Table  ofChapter  Number  to  Bill  Number 349 
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SESSION  LAWS 

The  complete  text  of  each  bill  that  has  been  passed  by  the  Legislature  and 
signed  by  the  Governor  is  published  in  hard  cover  under  the  title:  Laws  of 
Montana  (year).  The  set  is  popularly  referred  to  as  the  "Session  Laws".  Staff 
of  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  assign  each  bill  a  chapter  number 
chronologically,  with  Chapter  1  designating  the  first  bill  passed  and  signed. 

All  initiatives,  referendums,  and  constitutional  amendments  passed  by  the 
voters  during  the  interim  also  appear  in  the  Session  Laws. 

Subscriptions  to  the  Session  Laws  are  available  from  Legislative  Services. 


31  MONTANA  SESSION  LAWS  1997  Ch  17 

CHAPTER  NO.  16 

(SB  20) 

AN  ACT  CLARIFYING  THE  DEFINITION  OF  THE  AVERAGE  LEVY 
APPLIED  TO  RAILROAD  CARS  OPERATING  WITHIN  THE  STATE; 
AMENDING  SECTION  16-23-211,  MCA,  AND  PROVIDING  AN  IMMEDIATE 
EFFECTIVE  DATE,  A  RETROACTIVE  APPLICABILITY  DATE,  AND  A 
TERMINATION  DATE 

Be  U  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Montana: 
Section  1.  Section  15-23-211,  MCA,  is  amended  to  read: 

"15-23-311.  Dermitiona.  Aa  used  in  15  23-211  through  15-23-216.  unless 
the  context  requires  otherwise,  the  following  definitiona  apply: 

(1)  'Average  levy"  meana  959  of  tin  average  statewide  rote  of  to»aUon  on 
mill  levy  for  commercial  and  industrial  property. 

(2)  "Person'  includes  an  individual,  nrm,  association,  company,  partnership, 
corporation,  joint-stock  company,  agency,  syndicate,  or  cooperative. 

(3)  "Private  railroad  cars"  means  all  railroad  cars  that: 

(a)  are  not  owned  by  a  railroad  company  operating  in  this  state; 

(b)  are  used  for  transporting  persona  or  freight,  and 

(c)  are  not  otherwise  assessed  for  property  taxation  in  this  state. 

(4)  "Railroad  car  company'  means  any  person,  other  than  a  railroad 
company,  engaged  in  operating,  leasing,  or  furnishing  pnvate  railroad  cars, 
whether  or  not  owned  by  that  person,  for  the  transportation  of  persons  or  freight 
over  railroad  lines  located  wholly  or  partially  within  this  state." 

Section  2.  Erfective  date  —  retroactive  applicability.  (This  actj  is 
efTective  on  passage  and  approval  and  applies  retroactively,  within  the  meaning 
of  1-2-109.  to  taji  years  beginning  after  December  31,  1995. 

Section  3.  Termination.  [This  act!  terminates  December  31,  2002 
Approved  February  11,  1997 
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MONTANA  CODE  ANNOTATED 

The  Montana  Code  Annotated  is  the  systematic  arrangement  of  all 
permanent  state  statutes  (laws)  currently  in  effect  in  Montana.  The  MCA  is 
published  in  two  parts:  the  code  itself  and  the  annotations  to  the  code.  A 
new  edition  of  the  code  is  printed  every  odd-numbered  year,  with  new  laws 
added,  repealed  laws  deleted,  and  amended  statutes  updated.  The 
Legislative  Services  legal  staff  is  responsible  for  the  codification  process. 

An  entry  in  the  MCA  includes  the  statute,  its  legislative  history,  and  any 
compiler's  comments  and  cross-references  to  related  code  sections. 

The  second  part  of  the  MCA,  the  annotations,  incorporates  background 
materials  relating  to  the  statutes,  including  pertinent  official  comments, 
amendment  summaries,  case  notes,  references  to  administrative  rules, 
digests  of  Attorney  General's  opinions,  and  citations  to  law  review  articles, 
bar  publications,  and  legal  encyclopedias.  An  explanation  of  each  of  these 
items  is  found  in  the  preface  to  Volume  I  of  the  annotations. 

The  code  and  the  annotations  can  be  purchased  from  Legislative  Services. 
The  MCA  and  annotations  are  available  in  hard  copy,  on  CD-ROM,  on  the 
State  BBS,  and  on  the  Legislative  website.  Certain  MCA  titles  are  printed 
separately  and  can  be  purchased  in  pamphlet  format.  Annotation  titles  can 
be  purchased  individually  in  pamphlet  format  or  as  a  complete  set. 


671  GENERAL  ADMINISTRATION  17-1-131 


17-1-122.  Discretionary  authority  of  state  treasurer.  The  state 
treasurer  may: 

(1)  inspect  the  books  of  any  persons  charged  with  the  receipt,  safekeeping, 
or  disbursement  of  public  money; 

(2)  require  all  persons  who  have  received  money  or  who  have  had  the 
dispoeition  or  management  of  any  property  of  the  state  of  which  an  account  is 
kept  in  the  department  to  render  statements  to  the  treasurer.  A  statement  must 
be  rendered  at  times  and  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  department. 

(3)  promulgate  rules  regarding  the  distribution  and  processing  of 
warrants  issued;  and 

(4)  establish  a  system  of  filing  and  storage  of  the  original  copy  of  claims 
paid  by  state  warrant. 

Hiataryi  En.  Bm.  4M,  PsL  C.  ISBOi  n-m.  See.  170,  Rev.  C.  190T|  re-en.  See.  151, 
R.CJN.  ini;  CaL  PoL  C.  S9e.  *3Si  r»«n.  Sec  181,  RC.M.  1S3S;  und.  See.  1,  Cb.  B4,  U 
ISe*:  und.  Sec.  88.  Ch.  316,  U  lt74|  R.CJ«.  IMT,  7»-l01(IO),  (II),  (16).  (M)t  amd.  See.  8, 

ch.  ass,  u  iwe. 

Cniia.Refer«ncce  AudiUof  politica]  lubdlviMonA,  Title  2,  ch. 

PuhHc  reoordi  mtiugmnent.  Title  2.  ch.  6,       '■  P*"  6 
pert  2. 

171123.    Repealed.  Sec  13,  Ch.  4fl.  L.  1997. 

HUtoryi  En.  See.  4S6,  PoL  C.  18H|  re-en.  Sec  176,  Rev.  C.  1W>7|  re-eo.  See.  1S6, 
R.C JL  mil  re-en.  Sec  186,  RCJH.  IKS;  R.C.M.  IMT,  T».106. 

17-1-124.    Authority  of  state  auditor  concerning  securities.  The 

state  auditor  may  require  a  person  who  has  received  securities  of  which  the 
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INTERIM  DIRECTORY  OF  LEGISLATIVE  COMMITTEES 

The  Interim  Directory  of  Legislative  Committees  contains  a  summary  of 
those  joint  resolutions  requesting  interim  studies  that  were  chosen  for 
legislative  study.  Membership  for  each  interim  committee  is  given,  along 
with  the  Legislative  Services  staff  member  assigned  to  the  committee. 

The  directory  also  includes:  (1)  membership  of  the  statutory  committees 
receiving  Legislative  Services  staff  assistance;  (2)  membership  of 
permanent  legislative  committees;  (3)  Montana's  legislative  representatives 
on  the  Council  of  State  Governments  and  National  Conference  of  State 
Legislatures  committees;  and  (4)  membership  on  other  committees 
associated  with  the  Legislature. 

Copies  are  free  and  are  available  from  Legislative  Services  while  supplies 
last.  The  directory  and  additional  information  about  ongoing  interim  work  is 
available  on  the  Branch  website. 


Electric  Utility 

Restructuring 

Transition 

Advisory 

Committee 

L^gulan^M  Ufmhtfihip 
%tm  Mike  Fnlrr  tR) 
414  N  CcduSi 
Tooiucnl  MT  54644  3100 
Home  :66^S7I4 
Wort  44MS44 

Sn.  Joka  -J.O.-  Lr«d  ID) 

!27  *  Mot«r  Si 
Bunt   ►^59701    1629 
Ho<nc   72).t4)l 
Wo<*  7*2.1354 

ScA.  fnd  TW«M  (R) 

JSMHollyljnc 
SKvoovilk,  MT  S9I?CK*)4 
Home  777.5000 
W<rt  777  5005 

Sea.  Bill  WUm*  (D| 

DOS  2ndA>e  N 
CfealFallt  MT594CI  )265 
llnne  452  7IM 

Wo<i   791  ))72 

Rc^  Enest  BcrgMfrl  (R| 
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INTERIM  STUDY  FINAL  REPORTS 

The  Legislative  Services  Division  prepares  and  publishes  all  final  reports  of 
the  interim  committees.  The  reports  contain  a  copy  of  the  joint  resolution 
requesting  the  study;  committee  membership  and  staff;  actions,  findings, 
and  recommendations  of  the  committee;  and  any  proposed  legislation  to  be 
brought  before  the  Legislature. 

A  bibliography  of  all  research  reports  is  found  in  the  Catalog  of  Interim  Study 
Final  Reports.  Copies  of  final  reports  can  be  ordered  from  Legislative 
Services  and  are  available  on  the  Legislative  website.  Copies  are  free  while 
supplies  last. 
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THE  INTERIM 

The  Interim  is  a  newsletter  published  by  Legislative  Services  the  first  Friday 
of  each  month  during  the  period  between  regular  sessions.  It  gives  a 
summary  of  activities  of  the  interim  study  and  permanent  legislative 
committees.  It  is  published  for  legislators,  legislative  staff,  agencies,  state 
government  department  heads,  and  persons  interested  in  ongoing 
legislative  activities. 

The  publication  is  available  to  legislators  and  to  the  public  from  Legislative 
Services  while  supplies  last.  It  is  also  available  on  the  Legislative  website. 
There  is  a  nominal  charge  for  mailed  copies. 
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INTERIM  PROPERTY  TAX  COMMITTEE 

Committee  Refines  the  Menu  of  Altefnalivs..  With  only  one  public  hearing 
remaining,  th«  work  of  the  Interim  Property  Tax  Committee  is  virtually  complete.  The 
membars  of  the  Committee  favor  three  primary  alternatives  and  several  lesser  options 
The  three  primary  alternatives  are: 

1)      a  change  in  the  approach  to  valuation  of  Class  4  property,  from  'current 

market  value'  to  'acquisition  value*; 
21     a  combination  of  'cut  and  cap',  rate  reduction,  and  homestead  exemption; 

and 
3)     comprehensive   property  tax   reform,   accompanied   by   a   4%   ciaiewide, 
general  retail  tales  tax. 

The  Acquisition  Valuation  Option. ..Some  members  of  the  Committee  favor  a 
change  in  the  method  of  valuing  Class  4  property  from  the  current  market  value 
approach  to  an  acquisition  value  approach,  a  la  California  or  Florida  The  acquisition 
value  approach  most  seriously  scrutinized  by  the  Committee  has  the  following 
components: 

•  the  1993  value  established  by  the  Department  of  Revenue  would  be  the  base 
year  value; 

•  the  base  year  value  could  increase  by  the  lesser  of  CPI  inflation  or   1% 
annually: 

property  newly  constructed  after  1993  or  converted  from  non-Class  4 
classification  to  Class  4  after  1993  would  be  valued  at  the  'acquisition 
value'  of  the  property  at  the  time  the  property  changed  hands  or  was 
reclassified  as  Class  4. 

The  Combination  Option  Some  members  of  the  Committee  favor  a  combination 
of  changes,  including  changes  to  mill  levies,  the  statutory  tax  rata,  and  the  (amount 
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CONTACT  INFORMATION 

Montana  Legislative  Services  Division 

State  Capitol,  Room  138 

Helena,  MT  59620-1706 

1-406-444-3064 

Fax  1-406-444-3036 

(Legislative  branch  staff  only;  see  below  for  fax  number  for  legislators) 

Legislative  Information  Office 
State  Capitol,  Room  356 
444-4800 

Legislative  Distribution  Center 
State  Capitol.  Room  60 
444-0627 

Department  of  Administration 
Information  Services  Division 
1-406-444-2824 

Phone  numbers  and  Internet  address  for  1997  session  Information: 

Legislative  information  -  444-4800 

Fax  messages  to  legislators  - 1-900-225-1600  {$0.45/minute)* 

Legislative  messages  by  phone  -  444-4800 

Legislative  information  for  TTY/TTD  users  -  1-800-832-0283 

Access  to  State  BBS 

Local  Helena  callers  -  444-5648 

Other  callers  in  Montana  -  1  -800-962-1 729 

Out-of-state  callers  -  1-406-444-5648 

Internet  address  -  http://www.state.mt.us/leg/branch/branch.htm 

*Caller  must  be  18  years  old  or  have  parental  permission  to  use  this  service. 
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300  copies  of  this  public  document  were  published  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  55e  per  copy,  for  a  total  cost  of  $165.00, 
which  includes  $165.00  for  printing  and  $.00  for  distribution. 


